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SUBJECT: CURRENT PONOPF THINKING ON SSOD - FONMIN SONODA 
TO ATTEND 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOPP MARCH 15, PONOPF DISARMA- 
MENT DIVDIR WATANABE SAID THAT ACCORDING TO CURRENT PLANS, 

PONMIN SUNAO SONODA WILL LEAD JAPANESE DELEGATION TO UN 
SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT (SSOD). SONODA WOULD 
ARRIVE IN NEW YORK MAY 27, ADDRESS SSOD APTERNOON OP 

MAY 30, HOST RECEPTION THAT EVENING, AND DEPART JUNE I OR 
JUNE 2. (WE UNDERSTAND PROM OTHER PONOPP OPPICIALS THAT 
CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO SONODA'S PARTICIPATION IN 
JAPANESE PRINCIPAL OPPICERS' CONPERENCE, TO BE HELD IN 
WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO HIS NEW YORK VISIT.) 

WATANABE SAID GOJ MOST INTERESTED IN KNOWING WHETHER PRESI- 
DENT CARTER WOULD ADDRESS SSOD JUNE 1. PLEASE ADVISE. 

2. CONCERNING SPEECH TO BE DELIVERED MAY 30, WATANABE SAID 
IT WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH GOJ POSITIONS. WATANABE SAID 
SONODA WOULD PLACE HIGHEST PRIORITY ON NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT, 
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BUT SPEECH WOULD ALSO TOUCH ON SUCH "CHERISHED" ITEMS AS 
CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSPERS AND REDUCTION OP MILITARY 
BUDGETS. ON COMPREHENSIVE TEXT BAN (CTB) TREATY, WATANABE 
THOUGHT THAT IN ABSENCE CONCRETE AGREEMENT BY TIME OP 
SSOD, GOJ WOULD CONTINUE TO URGE US, USSR, AND GREAT BRI- 
TAIN TO ACCELERATE NEGOTIATIONS. HE NOTED GOJ POSITION 
WAS MORE OR LESS SAME WITH RESPECT TO CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
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(CW) BAN. WATANABE SAID SONODA REMARKS IN REGARD TO THESE 
MATTERS WOULD NOT BE CRITICAL, ASSURING EMBOFE THAT "WE 
APPRECIATE WHAT YOU ARE TRYING TO DO" ON BOTH CTB AND CW. 

3. WATANABE SAID BASIC GOJ POSITION ON SECURITY ASSURANCES 
REMAINS THAT, SINCE JAPAN BENEFITS FROM US NUCLEAR UM- 
BRELLA AND RECOGNIZED IMPORTANCE OE NUCLEAR DETERRENCE IN 
MAINTAINING BALANCE OE POWER, JAPAN WAS IN NO POSITION TO 
PROPOSE TREATY BANNING ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS. HOWEVER, GIVEN 
JAPANESE PUBLIC OPINION, PARLIAMENTARY OPPOSITION, AND NGO 
PRESSURE TO BAN USE OE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, GOJ COULD NOT IG- 
NORE GENUINE SENTIMENT OE NON-NUCLEAR WEAPON STATES (NNWS) 
WHO WERE NOT PARTY TO SECURITY TREATY WITH OR IN MILITARY 
ALLIANCE WITH NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATES. WATANABE FELT THIS 
GROWING VOICE WOULD HAVE TO BE FACED AT SSOD, AND SAID 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT WAS NOW EXPLORING POSSIBILITY OP HOW 
TO TACKLE PROBLEM. EMPHASIZING DESIRE TO BE IN HARMONY 
WITH US POSITION, WATANABE SAID IT WOULD BE EXTREMELY HELP- 
PUL POR JAPANESE TO KNOW USG THINKING ON SECURITY ASSURANCES 
IN PARTICULAR, AND SSOD IN GENERAL. WATANABE SUGGESTED 
THAT BEST PLACE POR EXCHANGE OP SUCH INPORMATION WOULD BE 
WASHINGTON. MANSPIELD 
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